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is in a position to defend 
herself successfully.” 

This latter contention is 
Supported by everyone fa- 
miliar with the position in 
Israel, though with certain 
reservations. Thig country 
does not lack confidence 
that if she is attacked she 
will be able to throw back 
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ance to one factor in a ple- 
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the enemy and defend her 
borders and the lives and 
homes of her citizens. Mr. 
Selwyn Lioyd failed to add 
one essential point in ex- 
planation: that Israel may 
defend herself successfully, 
but what she lacks in mo- 
der weapons will have to 
be made up in the Army’s 
fiesh and blood and avoid- 
able suffering and damage 
to the civilian population 
and their property. There 2 
must also be recogn 
the fact that the situation 
in the Middle East has| “% * 
changed radicall since the 
arms began to flow from 
Eastern Europe and give 
Egypt such an overwhelm- 
ing mass of offensive power 
the temptation to 
launch an attack upon Is- 
has now become 80 
Strong as to cause a grave 
threat of war in the area. 
The only way to remove 
that threat is by restoring 
something of the balance 
which has been so danger- 
ous! disturbed. To do this 
more than words is neces- 
sary. Agreement that Is- 
rael needs arms has not 
been matched by willing- 
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j of India before the British 


should be a fair political ple- 
: which 


they were some years ago at 
Partition time. 
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Before I answer that ques- 
tion I shall say something 
about a related matter. Many 
} and say that the 
hmir lem ig a major 
problem which comes in the 
way of good relations between 
India and Pakistan. That is 
true, in a sense, but not basic- 
ally true. What 
this: the Kashmir problem is 
A result of other conflicts be- 
and Pakistan, 
and even if the Kashmir pro- 
blem were solved, well, not; forward 
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This frustrating round- 
about ig necessarily inter- 
preted. as a desire to con- 
tinue the policy of the iso- 
lation of Israel and, by im- 
plication, to permit or even 
encourage an Arab attack. 
The strange words of Mr. 
Godfrey Nicholson in the 
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